M. F., AGED 50, has worked as a puddler for thirty years and has never been employed in the glass trade. There is no history of previous ocular trouble, and no family history of cataract. Vision bas been failing for about a year, but especially during the past two months. Both lenses show the typical posterior polar and cortical opacities; they are rather denser in the left than the right. The eyes otherwise appear healthy.
DISCUSSION.
Mr. BERNARD CRIDLAND said that a puddler was exposed to glare for more hours per day than was the glass-worker and he could not, therefore, understand why the condition was not more common in iron-workers, and why it did not occur at an earlier age than in the case of the glass-worker. At the International Congress, when the " effects of light upon the eye" were discussed, he brought forward this point, but he could not then support it otherwise than by his recollection of cases. The present case came to him last month. Few iron-workers seemed to wear protective goggles. The question was whether puddlers should not be included in the Industrial Disease Schedule, as liable to suffer from this disease. If that were done, some other name seemed to be called for; " glass-worker's cataract " did not seem a scientific or sufficiently descriptive name.* In America, where the condition was associated with working in iron, it was named "heat cataract." But it had not been decided whether the disease was produced by the heat rays or whether it was the light rays, or .both combined. He therefore suggested the term " ray cataract." He had just been informed by Mr. Leslie Paton that he showed a case of X-ray cataract some time ago, and that would lend support to this suggested name, as the condition was the typical one from which glass-blowers suffered.
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Mr. C. B. GOULDEN said he thought this type of cataract was seen in other cases in which men were exposed to a bright glare. He had at present under care a patient whose occupation was that of welder. He had in both eyes a posterior polar cataract very similar to that seen in glass-blowers. If an investigation were made as to the incidence of cataract among iron-workers, he thought the condition would be found to be much commoner than was now believed. But among welders the affection did not seem to be common. He knew of one, in a boiler works, and the man who preceded him also lost his sight, but he could not be traced by the speaker. A remarkable feature about the subjects of these posterior polar cataracts was that a long time elapsed before they complained that defective sight prevented them from working. It would be found that their pupils, in ordinary daylight, were much larger than in ordinary people, so they had a chance of seeing round their cataract. In the case of a glass-worker he had seen, in spite of a posterior polar cataract which had been diagnosed years before, he still had full vision with proper correction.
Dr. LEGGE (Home Office) said he understood-that Mr. Cridland had visited a number of iron-works in the. Midlands to investigate this condition, and had examined the lenses of a number of workers. He would like to know, approximately, how many men he had so examined, and in what proportion he found the condition present. He asked because it was necessary to proceed tentatively in scheduling diseases under the Workmen's Compensation Act. In the case of glass-workers' cataract, in connexion with which the evidence was very strong, he examined the lenses of 513 glass-workers, and found sixtyfour with the lens affected in the right eye and seventy-two in the left, generally of the posterior cortical type, exactly as in the patient shown. The evidence was so strong as to leave no doubt on the question of scheduling the condition. But if on examining 500 iron-moulders only two or three were found to be suffering from the condition, it would not be so easy to schedule it. A similar remark applied to the interesting case of a welder which Mr. Goulden described. He asked whether Mr. Goulden could describe what form of welding was done by that man; whether the oxyhydrogen, the acetylene, or the electric form of welding.
Mr. GOULDEN: The ordinary furnace welding.
Mr. J. HERBERT PARSONS said this case interested him because, two or three years ago, as Secretary of the Royal Society Committee on glass-workers' cataract, he sent out a series of letters to the ophthalmic surgeons in the iron-working districts, in order to find out whether the condition was prevalent amongst iron-workers. The replies ho received were uniformly negative. It showed the value, or the absence of value, of such inquiries. The present patient showed the typical condition found in glass-workers' cataract. He doubted, though probably Dr. Legge would have better information on that point, whether these men looked into the furnace more than did glass-workers. The type of glass-worker who mostly suffered from it was the finisher, who usually was a man who had served a long time at the craft; he was perpetually looking into the furnace or at the ring of molten glass which he put on the top of the bottle. He was under the impression that ironworkers protected their eyes by means of tinted glass as a rule, when looking into the furnace. He did not know whether that practice was universal. The Royal Society Committee was not yet defunct, and certainly it had not finished its work. At present they were engaged in investigating the heat problem. He was not sure whether it was wise at the present time to alter the name of the condition. He preferred to adhere to the name " glass-workers' cataract " even though the condition occurred also in iron-workers; at all events until there was more certainty as to the exact pathogenesis. The Royal Society Committee would be very much obliged by any information which Mr. Cridland or other members practising in iron-working districts could give.
The PRESIDENT (Mr. Priestley Smith, F.R.C.S.) suggested that an inclusive term like "furnace-workers' cataract" might be applied. Furnace work was common to both industries, and that term did not suggest what particular rays were the causal ones.
Amaurotic Family Idiocy in an English Child. By E. A. COCKAYNE, M.D., and JOHN ATTLEE, M.D. B. B., MALE child, aged 1, the only child of healthy parents, who are first cousins. They are of English descent. No similar disease has occurred in any other member of the family. 
